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M e t h o d o l o g y :                                                                                    
The STIP ar ea consists of 621 Census tr acts across 130 r ural counties  in Georgia that are not 
under the purview of a metropolitan planning organization (MPO).  To guide the             
Environmental  Justice (EJ) outreach program, a quantitative analysis  of racial,  ethnic,  income 
and age demographics was conducted.  Data for all census tracts in the rural STIP counties  
were collected from the 2000 U.S. Census, including total population, total minority          
population, total  Hispanic  population, total population below the poverty level, and total    

population age 65 and above.  Each variable was calcu-
lated as a percentage of the total population of each 
Census tract; additionall y, summary data was used to 
calculate STIP-wide percentages for each variable. 

Within the rural STIP area, an average percentage for 
each variable was calculated.  This percentage was used 
as the threshold above which a Census tract level       
population is considered an EJ populati on.  Where a   
�&�H�Q�V�X�V�� �W�U�D�F�W�¶�V�� �S�H�U�F�H�Q�W�D�J�H���R�Q���D�� �Y�D�U�L�D�E�O �H�� �P�H�H�W�V�� �R�U���H�[�F �H�H�G�V ��
the STIP-wide percentage, the Census  tract is i dentified 
as an EJ  community for the pur pose of the ST IP public       
involvement pr ocess.  In other words, an area identified as  
�³�(�-�´�� �K�D�V �� �D�� �O�D�U�J�H�U-than-average percentage of minority,  
Hispanic, low-income, or elderly resi dents. 

Innovative Techniques: 

Conducted quantitativ e   analysis of 
demographics to identify   Env iron-
mental Justice populations. 

Identif ied EJ thresholds based on 
STIP-wide      population  character-
istics. 

Mapped locations of EJ populations 
f or use in   analysis. 

 

For Further Information, contact 

STIP Coordinator 

Office of Planning 

Georgia DOT 

Stipcoordinator@dot.ga.gov 

Proposed Public Outreach    
Techniques: 

Coordination of  meeting notices with 
grass-roots organizations    represent-
ing the interests of env ironmental 
justice populations of  concern, includ-
ing neighborhood groups, religious 
institutions and senior centers. 

Distribution of  study  inf ormation v ia 
public libraries, schools, social 
groups, and community  organizations 
as they  express       interest or are 
identif ied through the stakeholder 
process. 

Translation serv ices, as needed, to 
ensure suitable communication. 
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Environmental Justice      
Thresholds 

 STIP-Wide 

Minority 27.4% 

Hispanic 3.0% 

Low-Income 15.5% 

Elderly (+65) 11.8% 

Source: 2000 U.S. Census 
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